
Policy on American Express Overpayments

This policy defines the procedure necessary when agencies overpay their Monthly Consolidated
American Express (AMEX) bill.  Overpayments are defined as “Monies paid to AMEX over the
amount identified as the ‘Total Due’ on the Monthly Consolidated bill from AMEX.”  (See
Attachment A.)  Overpayments may arise from keying errors, rounding or not reflecting a credit in
the payment, resulting from a disputed charge on a prior bill.

When an Agency receives their Monthly Consolidated bill from AMEX, they must make payment
for the full amount of the “Total Due” by the due date of the 14th.  When an agency overpays their
bill, the Department of Accounts (DOA) Statewide Small Purchase Charge Card Analyst notifies the
agency, on the day they make their payment to AMEX, that they have overpaid and must reduce
their next month’s bill by the overpayment.  This is the first contact with the agency’s Program
Administrator as well as the Fiscal contact.  Once AMEX receives payment, they post the whole
amount received and show the overpayment on their Control Account number or Remit Number.

In the following month, the second notification to the agency is provided when AMEX sends the
agency the Monthly Consolidated invoice reflecting the overpayment credit in the “Past Due” field.
(See Attachment A.)  The “Total Due” amount has been adjusted by the credit amount reflected in
the “Past Due” field.  The “Total Due” amount is, therefore, the amount to be paid – not the “Current
Due” amount.  If the agency pays more than the “Total Due” amount (i.e., pays what is in the
Current Due amount), and does not resolve the previous month’s overpayment, AMEX will cut a
check in the amount of the overpayment, made payable to the Treasurer of Virginia.  That check is
sent to DOA for appropriate subsequent disposition.

Agencies that do not resolve their overpayments in the following month, resulting in a check being
cut to the Department of Accounts, may be noted in the Quarterly Report on Statewide Financial
Management. Statistics on these agencies will be recorded beginning July 1, 2004 and will continue
until such time as the Comptroller determines the need is no longer there.




